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INSTALLATION, MAINTENANCE AND PROTECTION

Officers' Quarters No. 1 is set across the old
parade ground of Fort Scott; and visitors will be attracted
to the handsome structure, upon arriving at the post., The
furnishings should be installed to interpret life in this
particular set of quarters by a particular family, the
Swords. Maﬂy of the military aspects of the history of Fort
Scott will be interpreted elsewhere in the area. The pre-
sence of the military in Officers' Quarters No. 1 is important;
but it is only one phase in the interpretation of the quarters.,
The structure is first an ante~bellum home on the then western
frontier. The role played by the courageous women, who ac-
companied their hugbands on hazardous tours of duty, and
the presence of children, who learned to adapt to new
situations as a matter of course, ls part of the Fort Scoti
story also.

Basic to any refurnished historic home is an avoldance
of “artlflcnaljty.“ Ihen the rooms are refurnished, they
should nave an alr of cadualness aoout them.‘ A% in 211 home%,
there may te a degree of untidyness. Vases of flowers add a
pleasant fragrance to rooms and should be used whenever
possiple., All floral arrangements, however, should be uged
with restraint. Sometimes the asslstance of local garden

clubs can be enlisted to provi&e floral arrangenents for



~the house, Care should be taken that the flowers are never
"overdone® or allowed to dominate a room. Undoubtedly, |
Mrs. Swords enjoyed having flowers and fall leaves in her
housej but she probably had small bouquets. When flowers
are belng arrsnged, the blossoms mey be spread on the
dining table to allow visitors to see the vases being
filled. 1In the fall, weeds and flowers may be dried and
pressed, as part of Mrs. Swords' "botanizing" activities.
All flowers should be restricted to those that would have
been found at Fort Scott or in the surrounding prairies,
c. 1843,

The -plants recommended for the front gallery are
historically authentic; and these should be replaced.
Peach trees are menitioned in one of Charlotte Svords®
letters and should 5e replanted in the yard., A grounds
study of the fort isg desifable; and undoubtedly such a
study would recommend the restoration of small vegetable
gardens in the back.

"Living History" has assumed great popularity in
’;h;§§qrig_aregs agougr_ghg,gqpntéy.uuysgﬁ_ip the gontext . .,
of tﬁe historic past of an area, 1t is effective if not
over-gtaged and overdone. The kitchen of the qusrters
would adapt to 1iving history guite naturally. With the
Tireplace turning, pots of beans, soup, or stew could

simmer throughout the dayy bread could be made on the
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table and baﬁeﬁ in the fire; and a small chicken could
he roasted over the flames. Cooking odors would be
noticeable throughout the house, as they were one hun-
dred and thirty years ago.
When the outbhuildings in the rear are restored,
/f it may be possible to have horses, a cow, and some chickens

L
(++ in the backyard. To involve visitors in the pogt activities,

(
f?x(:%i;/f/f?children might be permitted to gather eggs, milk the cow,

XC) feed the animals, or even takea hand at churning butter,
The eggs, butter, and milk could be used as part of the
house furnishings.

At all fimes, the house should look normal. In-
terpreteré, unlesé they are uniformed guides, should be
going about the regular tasks of the day. Costumed inter-
prefers might pblish saddles, bridles, and harness, chop
firewood for the house, weed gardens, and work around
the stables, Inside the house, servants, also in cosg-~
tume, might change bed linens, clean with old-time devices,
wash windows, bring coal to fireplaces, as well as cocok.

Once a month, a kettle might be hauled to the backyard,

Potato starch-could be made and uged; and later, irons
could be heated over the kitchen fire to iron the washing
in the presence of visitors. The use of old artifacts

ghould be judicious, since continued use naturally will

3

filled with water, placed over a fire, and the wash begun,
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cauge ‘them to wear out.

Interpreters should not be promoting handicrafts
or arts for visitors' entertainment. Candles were part
of army rations and could be purchased at the sutler's
gstore also. It 1z doubtful candles w;uld have been molded
by the Swords' servants. The same applies to spinning
and weaving, since material could be purchased; and the
Swords had Ehe financial means to do so. Artificial
light is %o be avoided as much as posslble., When days
are overcast, supplemental lighting may be provided by
tallow candles, as it would have heen in 1845, To al-
leviate the danger of fire when candles are 1it, blown-
glass hurricane shades may be set around thercandlew
sticks, even though they are not recommended for the
house furnishings on a regular basig, Fires in the fire-
places will add a "homey"” note to the house on chilly
days. A bucket filled with coal may be set in the base-
ment rellway to bring to the fireplaces when needed,

The installation, maintenance and protection of

Officers' Quarters No. 1 shall be ceonsietent with U. 5.
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National Park Sérﬁicé policies. A% the presenf fihe,
a manual ig belng prepared by the Branch of Huseum
Operations to cover many of the installation and main-

tenence prcblems that arise in historic homes. Famili-
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. arity with the ho&éekeeping problems of historic homes
and the experience and expertise gained by National
Park Service personnel dictates that the policies set
forth in this manual be adhered to at Fort Scott. These
policies should be applied to the rotation of linens,
hanging of draperies,; use of artifacts, etc.

Protection of historic homes is always a problem.
Alert guides are the best protection; and occasionally
unobtrusive wiring of items to tables or shelves may
prevent theft of small articlezs. In Officers' Quarters
No. 1, the items on the table in the hallway are vul-
nerable'to both breakage and theft. The Dragoon officer's
cap and gloves may be sewed to the table cover with fine
thread in such a way that it cannot be seen. Vases will
have to be get firmly on the table and visitors warned of
thelr presence. Visitors should not be allowed to seat
themselves on the chairs in the hall, although it may be
desirable to have benches on the front gallery for elderly
persons vo use, while walting fo begin their tour of the

.
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Fortunately, the easily removed furnisnings in
almost sl1ll the rooms are far from visitor accesgs and do
not pose a real provlem, 1f the rooms are protected by

barriers, Lanterns and scme items in the halls may be
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_susceptible to theft and should Dbe wired unobtrusively
to the pegs or naills from which they hang. Small items,.
guch as toy wagoﬁs, game bags, etc., that might have been
sugegested for the hallways in the furnishing plan have
not been recommended, because they might prove hazardous
to elderly visitors. The benches on the back porch should
be sturdy enough to accommodate personsg who have tired
and wish to rest before continuing on with their tour
of the fort area.

The tour plan suggests that‘interpretation begin
on the first floor of the structure., The tour concludes
at the basement rear,-so that there will not be a con-

gestion of people in the front yard or at the gate on

busy dayé.
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' ADDENDUM

Recently inquiries were made to the United
States Military Academy at West Point regarding any
pictures that might be attributed to Thomas Swords as
the artigt. To date the response has been unrewarding.,
A catalogue of his works is presently unavailable. In
the furnish%ng plan, however, allowance hasg been made
for the fact that his palntings may be discovered and
acquired or copied for use in the house. The only known
picture of Thomas Swords at West Point is an oil portrait
of him in a uniform of the 1830'gy or pre-Mexican War.
Thig is inlthe USMA Museum Collections%/ Since the por-
tralt was painted in the 1830's, it is possible that the
pieture hung in the quarters at Fort Scott. National Park
Service personnel might wish to explore the possibility
of acquiring this portraif on loan from the Academy to
use at Fort Scott., It would be the only Sword-owned
furnishing the housge that is known. If a loan cannot be
arranged, the pertrait ghould be .copied.znd suitadly =~ it
framed.' It thén may be hung in the Swords' bedroom over

the mantel,

1/ Letter dated Oclober 4, 1973, from Krs., Marie T.
Capps, lfap and Manuscript Librarian, USMA Library,
to writer,
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